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Subpart A—General

§298.1 Applicability of part.

This part establishes classifications
of air carriers known as ‘‘air taxi oper-
ators” and ‘‘commuter air carriers,”
provides certain exemptions to them
from some of the economic regulatory
provisions of Subtitle VII of Title 49 of
the United States Code (Transpor-
tation), specifies procedures by which
such air carriers may obtain authority
to conduct operations, and establishes
rules applicable to their operations in
interstate and/or foreign air transpor-
tation in all States, Territories and
possessions of the United States. This
part also establishes reporting require-
ments for commuter air carriers and
small certificated air carriers.

§298.2 Definitions.

As used in this part:
Air taxi operator means an air carrier
as established by §298.3(a).

§298.2

Air transportation means interstate
air transportation, foreign air trans-
portation, or the transportation of
mail by aircraft as defined by the Stat-
ute.?

Aircraft-hours means the airborne
hours of aircraft computed from the
moment an aircraft leaves the ground
until it touches the ground at the end
of a flight stage.

Aircraft miles means the miles (com-
puted in airport-to-airport distances)
for each flight stage actually com-
pleted, whether or not performed in ac-
cordance with the scheduled pattern.

Certificated air carrier means an air
carrier holding a certificate issued
under section 41102 of the Statute.

Citizen of the United States means:

(1) An individual who is a citizen of
the United States;

1Interstate air transportation is defined in

section 40102(a)(25) as the transportation of
passengers or property by aircraft as a com-
mon carrier for compensation, or the trans-
portation of mail by aircraft (1) between a
place in (i) a State, territory, or possession
of the United States and a place in the Dis-
trict of Columbia or another State, terri-
tory, or possession of the United States; (ii)
Hawaii and another place in Hawaii through
the airspace over a place outside Hawaii; (iii)
the District of Columbia and another place
in the District of Columbia; or (iv) a terri-
tory or possession of the United States and
another place in the same territory or pos-
session; and (2) when any part of the trans-
portation is by aircraft. NOTE: Operations
wholly within the geographic limits of a sin-
gle State are not considered interstate air
transportation if in those operations the car-
rier transports no more than a de minimus
volume of passengers or property moving as
part of a continuous journey to or from a
point outside the State.

Foreign air transportation is defined in
section 40102(a)(23) of the Statute as the
transportation of passengers or property by
aircraft as a common carrier for compensa-
tion, or the transportation of mail by air-
craft, between a place in the United States
and a place outside the United States when
any part of the transportation is by aircraft.

Air transportation also is defined to in-
clude the transportation of mail by aircraft.
Section 5402 of the Postal Reorganization
Act, 39 U.S.C. 5402, authorizes the carriage of
mail by air taxi operators and commuter air
carriers in some circumstances under con-
tract with the U.S. Postal Service.
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